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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KOLBE) (during the vote). Members are 
reminded that there are 2 minutes re-
maining on this vote. 

b 1836 So (two-thirds having voted in 
favor thereof) the rules were sus-
pended and the resolution, as 
amended, was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table.

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1114 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the gentleman from 
Rhode Island (Mr. KENNEDY) be re-
moved as a cosponsor of H.R. 1114. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection.
f 

MEDIA ACCOUNTABILITY 

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, recent 
media interviews, both print and tele-
vision, have subjected our young troops 
to questions which in my mind have no 
business being posed days before pos-
sible military action. These interviews 
are asking questions regarding frat-
ricide, combat deaths, chemical or bio-
logical weapons, ‘‘personal demons,’’ 
and ‘‘bloody urban fighting.’’ As many 
of us in the House are veterans, we 
know the sacrifices that come with 
service, including the loss of life. Our 
troops and their commanders know 
they must focus on the task assigned 
and the mission objective that must be 
completed. I believe that focus can be 
hindered when certain media personal-
ities continue to dredge up these feel-
ings purely for national coverage. We 
must be mindful that reporting facts is 
quite different from generating an 
emotional story for rating purposes. 

Today’s media has a tremendous 
amount of access, much more so than 
they did in Desert Storm. There are 600 
journalists embedded in our military 
operations. I ask that the media let our 
troops focus on the mission at hand 
and let them do their job and return 
home safely.

Mr. Speaker, recent media interviews both 
print and television have subjected our young 
troops to questions, which in my mind, have 
no business being posed days before possible 
military action. 

These interviews are asking questions re-
garding fratricide, combat deaths, chemical or 
biological weapons, ‘‘personal demons,’’ and 
‘‘bloody urban fighting.’’ As many of us in the 
House are veterans, we know the sacrifices 
that come with service, including the loss of 
life. 

Our troops and their commanders know 
they must focus on the tasks assigned and the 

mission objectives that must be completed. I 
believe that focus can be hindered when cer-
tain media personalities continue to dredge up 
these feelings purely for national coverage. 

Let me state that I do not advocate censor-
ship. I do advocate common sense. Providing 
media access to our troops is necessary to 
assist in providing accurate information for the 
American public and to counter false propa-
ganda from other sources seeking to under-
mine our objectives. 

However, we must be mindful that reporting 
facts is quite different from generating an 
emotional story for ratings purposes. Today’s 
media has a tremendous amount of access—
much more so than during Desert Storm in 
1991. There are 600 journalists embedded in 
our military operations. With that access 
comes responsibility . . . responsibility to the 
troops, their families and the public. I ask that 
the media let our troops focus on the mission 
at hand, let them do their job and return safely 
home.

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BONNER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 7, 2003, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

EXTENDING STATUTE OF LIMITA-
TIONS FOR AUTISM VICTIMS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, it used to be that one child in 10,000 
was autistic. Now it is one in 200. We 
have had a 50-fold increase in the num-
ber of children that are autistic in this 
country. It is an absolute epidemic. 

One of the causes, according to lead-
ing scientists around the world, is the 
mercury that was in children’s vac-
cines. Mercury, can we believe that, 
being in a child’s vaccine? It is toxic to 
the brain, it causes neurological dis-
orders, and yet we have been using it 
as a preservative for years and years 
and years. 

One of the things that I am very con-
cerned about is that many of the par-
ents who have autistic children missed 
the 3-year statute of limitations to file 
for money to help with their child’s 
damaged brain because they did not 
even know their child was damaged by 
mercury, and the thimerosal in these 
vaccines until the 3-year statute of 
limitations had expired. 

Now, there has been legislation pro-
posed at various times, especially last 
year in the homeland security bill, 
which would have eliminated any pos-
sibility of those people going to court 
to get satisfaction for their child’s 
damaged brain. Their child is ruined 
for life, and they cannot get into the 
Vaccine Injury Compensation Fund, so 
there is no recourse. 

Mr. Speaker, there is legislation that 
I have sponsored this year and legisla-
tion that Senator FRIST has sponsored 
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